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F r o m  t h e 
E a s t
A few words to the Brethren 
from our Worshipful Master 
Edgar T. Bajada

Greetings from the East Brethren.

Thank you all for the collective effort in 
making the Master Mason of the Year 
and Hiram Award a success. 

We honored and awarded our Brother 
Masons who epitomized the highest 
standard of friendship, fellowship, and 
service to the craft and brotherly love. 

To our Brother Chris Serviss and 
Worshipful Brother Ernesto Mercado, 
Mason of the Year and Hiram Award 
Honorees, congratulations again. Job 
well done.

The holiday season is coming up. And it 
can be a stressful time. Just reminding 
everyone to be calm and safe.

Fraternally, 

Worshipful Master Edgar T. Bajada
Suisun Lodge No. 55
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This month we explore the 
symbolism of the Corn, Wine and 
Oil, a Masons “Wages”

Corn, wine and oil were the wages paid our 
ancient brethren. They were the “master’s 
wages” of the days of King Solomon. Masons 
of this day receive no material wages for 
their labors; the work done in a lodge is 
paid for only in coin of the heart. 

But those wages are no less real. They may 
sprout as does the grain, strengthen as does 
the wine, nourish as does the oil. How much 
we receive, what we do with our wages, 
depends entirely on our Masonic work. A 
brother obtains from his lodge and from his 
Order only what he puts into it. 

Our ancient brethren were paid for physical 
labors. Whether their wages were paid for 
work performed upon the mountains and 
in the quarries, or whether they received 
corn, wine and oil because they labored in 
the fields and vineyards, it was true then, 
and it is true now, that only “in the sweat of 
thy face shall thou eat bread” 

To receive the equivalent of corn, wine and 
oil, a brother must labor. He must till the 
fields of his own heart or build the temple 
of his own “House not made with hands.” 
He must give labor to his neighbor or carry 
stones for his brother’s temple

Mackey’s Encyclopedia of Freemasonry

Corn, wine, and oil are the Masonic 
elements of consecration. The adoption of 
these symbols is supported by the highest 
antiquity. 

Corn, wine, and oil were the most important 
productions of Eastern countries; they 
constituted the wealth of the people, and 
were esteemed as the supports of life and 
the means of refreshment. 

David enumerates them among the greatest 
blessings that we enjoy, and speaks of them 
as “wine that maketh glad the heart of man, 
and oil to make his face to shine, and bread 
which strengtheneth man’s heart” (Psalm 
civ., 15). 

E m b l e m s  o f 
t h e  C r a f t
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In devoting anything to religious purposes, 
the anointing with oil was considered as a 
necessary part of the ceremony, a rite which 
has descended to Christian nations. The 
tabernacle in the wilderness, and all its holy 
vessels, were, by God’s express command, 
anointed with oil; Aaron and his two sons 
were set apart for the priesthood with the 
same ceremony ; and the prophets and kings 
of Israel were consecrated to their offices by 
the same rite.

Hence, Freemasons’ Lodges, which are but 
temples to the Most High, are consecrated 
to the sacred purposes for which they were 
built by strewing corn , wine, and oil upon the 
Lodge, the emblem of the Holy Ark. 

Thus does this mystic ceremony instruct 
us to be nourished with the hidden manna 
of righteousness, to be refreshed with the 
Word of the Lord, and to rejoice with joy 
unspeakable in the riches of divine grace. 

“Wherefore, my brethren,” says the venerable 
Harris (Discourse iv, 81), “wherefore do you 
carry corn, wine, and oil in your processions, 
but to remind you that in the pilgrimage of 
human life you are to impart a portion of 
your bread to feed the hungry, to send a cup 
of your wine to cheer the sorrowful, and to 
pour the healing oil of your consolation into 
the wounds which sickness hath made in the 
bodies, or afflictions rent in the heart, of your 
fellow-travelers?”

In processions, the corn alone is carried in 
a golden pitcher, the wine and oil are placed 
in silver vessels, and this is to remind us 
that the first, as a necessity and the “staff 
of life,” is of more importance and more 
worthy of honor than the others, which are 
but comforts.

Source: Mackey’s Encyclopedia of Freemasonry
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M A S O N I C
h i s t o ry

The Taxil Hoax  and the 
Luciferian “quotes” of Albert 
Pike

The Taxil hoax was an 1890s hoax of exposure by Léo 
Taxil intended to mock not only Freemasonry but also 
the Catholic Church’s opposition to it. 

Léo Taxil was the pen name of Marie Joseph Gabriel 
Antoine Jogand-Pagès, who had been accused earlier 
of libel regarding a book he wrote called “The Secret 
Loves of Pope Pius IX”. On April 20, 1884, Pope Leo XIII 
published an encyclical, “Humanum Genus,” that said 
that the human race was:

“Separated into two diverse and opposite parts, of 
which the one steadfastly contends for truth and 
virtue, the other of those things which are contrary to 
virtue and to truth. The one is the kingdom of God on 
earth, namely, the true Church of Jesus Christ... The 
other is the kingdom of Satan... At this period, however, 
the partisans of evil seems to be combining together, 
and to be struggling with united vehemence, led on 
or assisted by that strongly organized and widespread 
association called the Freemasons.”

After this encyclical, Taxil underwent a public, feigned 
conversion to Roman Catholicism and announced his 
intention of repairing the damage he had done to the 
true faith.

The first book produced by Taxil after his conversion 

Recently in an Online group that I am a member of, a 
man asked for advice regarding joining the Masonic 
Fraternity. Some of the responses were positive and 
reasonable, many from members of our Craft. 

However the vast majority of the responses were quite 
negative and ridiculously ill informed. Allegations 
of Satanism, devil worship and Luciferian doctrines 
were rampant. I was shocked at how prevalent the 
misinformation and skewed perspectives were. How could 
so many of the general public believe that Freemasonry 
was a secret Satanic cabal of devil worshipers?

This lead me to do some research on where these 
mistaken views originate from. Was it Info Wars? Was it 
sensationalized YouTube videos? The truth is that these 
lies go back far further. 

I felt that it was important for us as Brothers of this 
ancient and proud fraternity to understand where these 
ideas come from, so that we may address and refute 
them in an intelligent and informed manner. Not that we 
are under any obligation to justify ourselves or explain 
our Craft to the masses. But if a Brother is so inclined 
to engage with these poorly informed individuals, here 
is some history which may  be of use in the discussion.

A Research Article compiled by
Brother Michael T. Patrick



was a four-volume history of Freemasonry, which contained 
fictitious eyewitness verifications of their participation in 
Satanism. With a collaborator who published as “Dr. Karl 
Hacks”, Taxil wrote another book called “The Devil in the 
Nineteenth Century” which introduced a new character, 
Diana Vaughan, a supposed descendant of the Rosicrucian 
alchemist Thomas Vaughan. The book contained many 
tales about her encounters with incarnate demons, one 
of whom was supposed to have written prophecies on her 
back with its tail, and another who played the piano while 
in the shape of a crocodile.

Diana was supposedly involved in Satanic freemasonry 
but was redeemed when one day she professed admiration 
for Joan of Arc, at whose name the demons were put to 
flight. As Diana Vaughan, Taxil published a book called 
“Eucharistic Novena”, a collection of prayers which were 
praised by the Pope.

On April 19, 1897, Taxil called a press conference at which 
he said he would introduce Diana Vaughan to the press. 
He instead announced that his revelations about the 
Freemasons were fictitious. He thanked the clergy for 
their assistance in giving publicity to his wild claims.
The confession was printed, in its entirety, in the Parisian 
newspaper Le Frondeur, on April 25, 1897, titled: Twelve 
Years Under the Banner of the Church, The Prank 
Of Palladism. Miss Diana Vaughan–The Devil At The 
Freemasons. A Conference held by M. Léo Taxil, at the Hall 
of the Geographic Society in Paris.

The hoax material is still used to this day. Chick Publications 
publishes such a tract called The Curse of Baphomet and 
Randy Noblitt’s book on satanic ritual abuse, Cult and 
Ritual Abuse, also cites the Taxil hoax.

A later interview with Taxil

In the magazine National Magazine, an Illustrated 
American Monthly, Volume XXIV: April – September, 
1906, pages 228 and 229, Taxil is quoted as giving his true 
reasons behind the hoax. Ten months later, on March 31, 
1907, Taxil died.

“Members of the Masonic orders understand the false 
exposure heaped upon that organization in anti-Mason 
wars. The Catholic church and many other religious 
orders have been the victims of these half-written and 
oftentimes venomous attacks. The confession of Taxil, the 
French Free-thinker, who first exposed Catholics and then 
Masons, makes interesting reading bearing on the present 
situation today. Similar motives actuate some of the “muck 
rakes” of today, as indicated in the following confession:

“The public made me what I am; the arch-liar of the period,” 
confessed Taxil, “for when I first commenced to write 
against the Masons my object was amusement pure and 
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Left: Parisian newspaper with the account of Leo Taxil’s confession to 
the Taxil hoax



simple. The crimes I laid at their door were so grotesque, 
so impossible, so widely exaggerated, I thought everybody 
would see the joke and give me credit for originating a new 
line of humor. But my readers wouldn’t have it so; they 
accepted my fables as gospel truth, and the more I lied for 
the purpose of showing that I lied, the more convinced 
became they that I was a paragon of veracity.

“Then it dawned upon me that there was lots of money in 
being a Munchausen of the right kind, and for twelve years 
I gave it to them hot and strong, but never too hot. When 
inditing such slush as the story of the devil snake who 
wrote prophecies on Diana’s back with the end of his tail, I 
sometimes said to myself: ‘Hold on, you are going too far,’ 
but I didn’t. My readers even took kindly to the yarn of the 
devil who, in order to marry a Mason, transformed himself 
into a crocodile, and, despite the masquerade, played the 
piano wonderfully well.

“One day when lecturing at Lille, I told my audience that 
I had just had an apparition of Nautilus, the most daring 
affront on human credulity I had so far risked. But my 
hearers never turned a hair. ‘Hear ye, the doctor has seen 
Nautulius,’ they said with admiring glances. Of course no 
one had a clear idea of who Nautilus was, I didn’t myself, 
but they assumed that he was a devil.
Ah, the jolly evenings I spent with my fellow authors 
hatching out new plots, new, unheard of perversions of 
truth and logic, each trying to outdo the other in organized 
mystification. I thought I would kill myself laughing at 
some of the things proposed, but everything went; there is 
no limit to human stupidity”.
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The Luciferian Quote

No other lie has captured the imagination of anti-
Masons quite like this Leo Taxil hoax (just one of many 
he Perpetrated against Freemasonry and the Catholic 
Church). Once our critics have twisted logic to convince 
themselves that Freemasonry is the work of Satan, they 
are ready to accept this perversion. 

We can trace the modern appearance of this quote to 
Edith Starr Miller who wrote “Occult Theocracy” in 1933 
under the pen name “Lady Queensborough.” Her work is 
excerpted and treated as the gospel truth, usually without 
attribution. Such practices are known as plagiarism 
in other disciplines, but neither serious research nor 
intellectual integrity stand in the way of the headlong rush 
to slander Free Masonry.

Ms. Miller found her quote in the 1894 book by Abbe Clarin 
de la Rive, Le Femme et L’Enfant dans la Franc-Maconnerie 
Univer-seile (Woman and Child in Universal Free masonry). 
Abbe de la Rive, like Ms. Miller, was duped by the hoax; 
they are guilty only of incompetent research and an eager 
willingness to believe the worst about Freemasonry.

In La Femme et L’Enfant dans la Franc-Maconnerie 
Universelle page 578 , A.C.  De La Rive states that on 
July 14, l889, AIbert Pike, Sovereign Pontiff of Universal 
Freemasory, addressed to the 23 Supreme Confederated 
Councils of the world the following instructions, which we 
quote herewith in part.

“That which we must say to the crowd is:-We worship a 
God, but it is the God that one adores without superstition.

To you, Sovereign Grand Inspectors General, we say this, 
that  you may repeat it to the Brethren of the 32nd, 31st 
and 30th degrees-The Masonic religion should be, by all 
of its initiates of the higher degrees, maintained  in the 
purity of the Luciferian doctrine. if Lucifer were not God, 
would Adonay (the God of the Christians) whose deeds 
prove his cruelty perfidy, and hatred of man, Babarism 
and repulsion for science, would Adonay and his priests 
calumniate him?

Thus, the doctrine of Satanism is hersey; and the true 
and pure philosophic religion is the belief in Lucifer, the 
equal of Adonay: but Lucifer, God of Light and God of Good 
is struggling for humanity against Adonay, the God of 
Darkness and Evil.”

There are several problems with this quotation, some 
obvious and some subtle. To start with, about 1,000,000 out 
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of 2,500,000 Ameri-Masons have the 32ø in the Scottish 
Rite, including ministers, rabbis, bishops, and other 
devout worshipers of God. It is inconceivable that there 
would not be mass resignations if these men were taught 
this disgusting “Luciferian doctrine.”

The quote is riddled with logical inconsistencies. 
There is no position of “Sovereign Pontiff of Universal 
Freemasonry.” There is no ‘“Confederation of Supreme 
Councils.” In the United States virtually all Scottish Rite 
Masons receive the 32ø so why would Albert Pike suggest 
special treatment for 30ø, 31ø, and 32ø Masons, when that 
would have included everyone?

The real evidence of a hoax comes in De La Rive’s footnote, 
which neither Ms. Miller nor anyone else bothers to quote. 
It refers to Diana Vaughan, the matchless creation of Leo 
Taxil’s twisted mind. 

“It was the Sister Dianna Vaughn  that Albcrt Pike,-in 
order to give her the greatest mark of confidence,--
charged to carry his luciferian encyclical, to Paris, during 
the Universal Exposition.”’

After Taxil ‘s public confession, Abbe de la Rive expressed 
his disgust and recanted his writings on Diana Vaughan in 
the April 1897 issue of Freemasonry  Disclosed, a magazine 
devoted to the destruction of the Craft. As much as he 
hated Freemasonry, de la Rive had the integrity to admit 
Taxil’s hoax.

Albert Pike and Lucifer

“The Morals and Dogmas”, is the monumental work of 
Albert Pike, a famous American Masonic writer of the 
19th century. Surprisingly enough, this voluminous text 
is advertised via anti-Masonic sites who sometimes even 
post the whole text only for the sake of one quote, which 
is meant to illustrate poorly hidden satanic inclinations of 
A.Pike and, hence, the whole of Freemasonry. Here is the 
quote:

“Lucifer, the Light-bearer!  Strange and mysterious name 
to give to the Spirit of Darkness!  Lucifer, the Son of 
the Morning!  Is it he who bears the Light, and with its 
splendors intolerable, blinds feeble, sensual, or selfish 
souls?  Doubt it not!”

However, this quotation is taken grossly out of context. If 
one bothers to read the text around it the result is quite 
shocking. The meaning of this quote changes so much 
when you read the whole paragraph. Here is how it looks:

“The Apocalypse is, to those who receive the nineteenth Degree, 
the Apotheosis of that Sublime Faith which aspires to God alone,  
and despises all the pomps and works of Lucifer. LUCIFER, 
the  Light-bearer! Strange and mysterious name to give to the 
Spirit of Darkness! Lucifer, the Son of the Morning! Is it he who  
bears the Light, and with its splendors intolerable blinds feeble, 
for traditions are full of sensual or selfish Souls ? Doubt it not!  
Divine Revelations and Inspirations: and Inspiration is not of  one 
Age nor of one Creed. Plato and Philo, also, were inspired.  The 
Apocalypse, indeed, is a book as obscure as the Sohar.  It is written 
hieroglyphically with numbers and images; and  the Apostle often 
appeals to the intelligence of the Initiated.  “Let him who hath 
knowledge, understand! let him who understands, calculate !” he 
often says, after an allegory or the mention  of a number. Saint 
John, the favorite Apostle, and the Depositary  of all the Secrets 
of the Saviour, therefore did not write to be  understood by the 
multitude.”

In the first sentence A. Pike directly says that mason-candidates 
of the 19th degree (to whom this chapter is addressed) must aspire 
to God alone despite the works of Lucifer. Now having the context 
one can see clearly why  the name of Lucifer appears in all capitals 
in the next sentence – because the name itself puzzles A. Pike. He 
knows that ‘Lucifer’ means ‘Light-bearer’ in Latin and he is simply 
surprised why this sort of name is used for the Spirit of Darkness. 

He assumes that his reader knows Latin and understands the 
question. This naming of Satan as a ‘Light-bearer’ is indeed weird, 
but it was not invented by A.Pike. It was used by the Church for 
centuries since its first appearance in Vulgate, the Latin Bible. The 
next sentence says that Lucifer’s light can blind (seduce) the weak 
ones, which is again a fairly common idea. ‘Doubt it not!’ is making 
the statement yet stronger – yes, says A.Pike, indeed his false 
light can distract those who are sensual and selfish. His allusion 
to Lucifer is only natural in this place because he is talking here 
about the book of Revelation. 

So the main meaning of the famous quote is a simple and natural 
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question: why the spirit of darkness is called Lucifer = Light 
bearer? This question is hard for us to understand because 
we assume that the name ‘Lucifer’ is only one of the names of 
Satan.  ‘Lucifer’ in Latin means a ‘Light-bearer’ (lux = ‘light’, 
fero = ‘to bring’).

The Catholic Encyclopedia on-line says that the word ‘lucifer’ 
was often used to mean Venus – the star that shines in the 
morning. It is used a few times in Vulgate to indicate “the light 
of the morning” (Job 11:17), “the signs of the zodiac” (Job 38:32), 
“the aurora” (Psalm 109:3), and even Jesus Christ himself (2 
Peter 1:19;Apocalypse 22:16 ). The only reason why we use it as a 
devil’s name is an allegoric story retold in Isaiah 14:12 about one 
of the Babylonian kings falling from his throne as the morning 
star is falling from the sky. 

This passage was used by some interpretators as a Biblical 
proof of the popular legend of a fallen angel, which originated 
from other sources. St. Jerome, who translated the Bible 
from Hebrew and Greek into Latin, apparently used the word 
‘lucifer’ just as another word for ‘star’ or ‘light’ in a number of  
completely unrelated places. St. Jerome had no idea that one of 
these passages would give rise to another name of the Devil. 
The story of a fallen angel is sitting so deeply in our minds, that 

most of us do not realize that the Biblical evidence to support 
it is so shaky.

So the answer to Pike’s question is simple: the name 
‘Lucifer’ = ‘Light Bearer’ is a result of misunderstanding, 
of misinterpretation mixed with somewhat unimaginative 
translation. I wonder if he would pose this question at all 
if he knew the modern answer. The story of a fallen angel 
with a strange name, made so famous through a number 
of well-known artistic and poetic masterpieces, is based on 
misunderstanding. There is no direct Biblical evidence to 
support this story – the only passage on which it was based 
was originally meant to indicate something else.

Closing notes from the Editor

And so, we can see that the allegations of Freemasonries 
connections to Satanism, Lucifer, Baphomet or the Devil 
by any name are completely fictitious, works of slander , or 
simple ignorance of statements taken out of context.

This research and it’s sources were not hard to find. One need 
only spend a few hours reading Online to quickly refute the ill 
informed arguments of so many anti masonic detractors. Sadly 
this is not research which those detractors will undertake. 
They are far more happy to repeat sensationalized lies that 
make for cheap click bate and more views on YouTube.

Perhaps old Léo Taxil said it best himself, “there is no limit to 
human stupidity”.

Left: This image is often cropped and used as an example of the 
Freemason or Templar connection to the figure Baphomet. Notice 
the illustration is from Taxil’s book, completely fictitious.
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E v e n t s  i n 
n o v, 2 0 1 9

This months Stated Meeting will be held on Tuesday, Nov 
12th.  

Lodge will begin promptly at 8:00pm.  Dinner at 6:30pm. 
Please be sure to sign the Register. 

We hope you will come out and join your Brothers in Lodge 
this November.

S tat e d  M e e t i n g

O f f i c e r s  s c h o o l
This months Officer’s School of Instruction will be held on 
Tuesday Nov 19th, 2019 at Vacaville Lodge No 134.

Refreshments at 6:30, Calendars at 7:00, Instruction 7:30 
to 9:00pm

We will be covering the 2nd section of the MM Degree 
Hope to see all of our Officers there. 

Stated 
Meeting

SOI
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I n  S e r v i c e  o f 
M a s o n ry

A n n u a l  L o d g e  Awa r d s 
C e r e m o n y 
Suisun Lodge No. 55 held its annual awards ceremony on 
Saturday October 26th, acknowledging two worthy and 
well qualified Brothers with the 2019 Hiram Award and 
2019 Mason of the Year Award.

Congratulations to Worshipful Brother Ernesto Mercado 
our Hiram Award recipient, and to Brother Chris Serviss 
our Mason of the Year!

Both these men stand as shining exemplars of our proud 
and noble Craft. I had the distinct pleasure of acting as 
Marshal for their awards ceremony. It is good to see great 
work acknowledged and celebrated among Brothers.
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C o n f e r r a l  o f 
D e g r e e s

On October 5th, 2019 Brothers from Suisun 
Lodge No. 55 gathered at the Alameda Masonic 
Temple to receive the York Rite Commandery 
Orders; Illustrious Order of the Red Cross, 
Order of Malta and Order of the Temple.

Congratulations to Sir Knight Cameron 
Williams, Sir Knight Wayne Adams, Sir Knight 
Michael T. Patrick and Sir Knight Chris Serviss!
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G r a n d  L o d g e 
C o m m u n i c at i o n s  Awa r d
On October 19th at the Grand Masters Gala of the 
Annual Communication in San Francisco I was 
honored to accept the Best Trestleboard award on 
behalf of Suisun Lodge No 55.

It has been a pleasure to produce the Trestleboard 
for this Lodge since April 2019. I appreciate all the 
positive feedback I have received. I have done my 
best on every issue to provide a quality monthly 
publication. 

The articles I have compiled have been very useful 
personally in my ongoing Masonic education and I 
hope some of you have found them to be beneficial 
as well. 

We have looked at the symbolism of the Acacia, the 
Hiramic Legend, the Point within a Circle, the Ashlar, 
the Beehive, Euclid’s 47th Problem, the Masonic 
Apron and the Corn, Wine and Oil.

We have read biographies of Masonic luminaries 
such as Manly P. Hall and Albert G. Mackey, as well as 
famous masons such as Ben Franklin, Mark Twain, 
Harry Houdini and Joseph Smith.

This month I have presented a 5 page article in part 
written by myself personally exploring the Taxil Hoax 
and the alleged Luciferian quotes associated with 
Freemasonry (spoiler alert, they are all completely 
fictitious.)

I am exceptionally grateful to all my Brothers at 
Suisun Lodge No. 55 for sending my wife and I to the 
Grand Masters Gala to accept this award personally. 
I will be bringing it to the Lodge next month to 
present to our Worshipful Master and all the rest of 
my Brothers. 

Fraternally,
Brother Michael Todd Patrick
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